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Preparations for the integrated Major Groups participation in CSD-12

Structure and Modalities of Participation

The CSD-12 review session will comprise a range of activities where major groups are expected to play a significant role. Building on past experiences, major groups participation will be integrated in the review session including:

1. General debate: a representative of each of the nine major groups will be included in the list of speakers during the general debate, which will undertake an evaluation of progress in implementing Agenda 21, the Programme for the further implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, recognizing that the selection of some issues during a given cycle does not diminish the importance of the commitments undertaken with respect to the issues to be considered during future cycles. Detailed information on the programme will be provided in due time. 
2. Interactive discussion with major groups on water, sanitation and human settlements (morning of 20 April 2004): this session will open the week-long review discussions taking place in conference room 2 (see below). 
3. Interactive review discussions on status and practical aspects of implementation (conference room 2): it is envisioned that major groups will be integrated into all other sessions pertaining to the review exercise, which could include panel discussions, lectures followed by question and answer periods, high-level speakers inspiring discussion on a specific topic, expert knowledge forums, and partnership discussions.  Major groups could be called upon during such interactive discussions to make comments on presentations, pose questions, participate in panels, and serve as resource persons or facilitators. Furthermore, major group experts and practitioners who are active and knowledgeable in the areas of water, sanitation and human settlements will be invited to share experiences and lessons learned and exchange practical approaches in implementation relevant to the issues being reviewed by the CSD.

4. High-level segment (28-30 April 2004): during the high-level segment, major groups will be invited to participate in an interactive dialogue with Ministers on the state of implementation within the three thematic areas (tentatively scheduled on 29 April, time to be decided).

5. Closing session (30 April 2004): general comments by each of the nine major groups on the Review Session and on their recommendation and contribution to the way forward in preparation for the policy year. 

Tasks for the Organizing Partners

· Consult with networks to prepare a dialogue paper (max 16 pages) that reflects their group’s overall views on the status of implementation of water, sanitation and human settlements, including the cross-sectoral themes, and the successes and challenges of implementation. The dialogue papers will continue to be used by both delegations and major groups as a starting point for discussions during all participatory formats of the review session.

· Consult with networks to identify relevant experts and other participants to serve on their delegations with diverse expertise and knowledge to better interact and be integrated in the various formats that are currently being discussed by the Bureau.  

· Coordinate and facilitate the participation of their delegation throughout the CSD-12 session.

CSD-12 dialogue papers will need to address the issues on the agenda in a slightly different way than in past CSD sessions. Rather than laying the foundation for policy recommendations, the dialogue papers should review the status of implementation in the thematic issue areas based on the goals and targets outlined in the JPOI, and highlight solutions and practical contributions that can be made toward their implementation.

Outcome

Major group proposals made during the CSD-12 session will be captured as follows:

· Chair’s summary (containing Part I and II): aimed at identifying constraints and obstacles and possible approaches for implementation (Note: Chairperson’s summary part I, covering the first seven days of the review session; Chairperson’s summary part II, including the last three days of High-Level Segment).

· Input from major groups

· Record of Regional discussions

· Record of Partnership Fair

· Record of Learning Centre

· Record of Side Events
The summaries need not reconcile differing views, but instead should reflect the flavor of the debate as accurately as possible. Major groups’ views and proposed solutions to meet challenges and overcome problems related to the topics being reviewed could potentially influence the final CSD decisions in the Policy year (CSD-13), as Governments make use of or endorse them in the negotiation stage. 

